I am writing to invite you to compete in chess tournament to be held on Saturday 25th February 2012 at St. Andrew’s Primary School, Headington.

This tournament will be used to help decide which children will be selected to represent Oxfordshire in this years County Championships. Please read this invitation with your parents and ask them to send in your entry form if you would like to take part.

There are three teams – under 9 (boys and girls), under 11 (boys and girls) and under 11 girls. The age limits are the child's age on 1st September 2011. So the under 9 team is open to anyone currently in year 4 or below and the under 11 teams for anyone in year 6 or below. It is quite possible for someone to play for more than one team!

The important dates for the county matches are as follows:

Under 9:
Qualifier: Saturday 10th March in Basingstoke



Final: Saturday 28th April in Northamptonshire

Under 11:
Qualifier: Saturday 17th March in Swindon



Final: Saturday 12th May in “the Midlands” (venue not yet decided)

Under 11 Girls:
Final: Saturday 24th March in Aspley, Nottingham

The tournament on the 25th February will be split into two sections - under 9s and under 11s, and will be used to help me select players to be in the under 9 and under 11 squads. Heather Lang is the manager of the girls' U11 squad and she will choose players from among the participants in both sections. We will be looking at the score you get and how you play, and will let you know shortly after the event whether or not you have been selected. Every member of the squad will be able to purchase an Oxon Junior chess sweatshirt to wear at County matches and at other chess tournaments. The cost of this will be £10 and I will have some on display and available to purchase on the 25th February.

Even if you are not interested in playing for the county teams, you are more than welcome to enter the tournament for fun – there are likely to be lots of less-experienced players taking part, especially in the Under 9 section, as well as a few more experienced players and there will be lots of prizes!
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Jon D’Souza-Eva (Manager of Oxfordshire Under 9 and Under 11 teams).

Information about the tournament on Saturday 25th February 2012

Place:
St. Andrew’s CE Primary school, Headington, OX3 9ED



(on London Road, next to the Co-Op supermarket).

Time:
9:45 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. (approx): Six rounds using the Swiss pairing system. Chess clocks will be used on most boards (30 minutes per player). Instruction will be given in using chess clocks to children who are not familiar with them.


PLEASE ARRIVE BY 9.45 a.m.

Byes:

Please let me know if you would like your child to enter the tournament but they cannot play in every round.

Open to: 
Children born on or after 1st September 2000 (under 11s) or 1st September 2002 (under 9s) and who live or attend school in Oxfordshire.

Entry fee:
£6.00 - Used to help pay for our County's entry to EPSCA, administration costs and prizes.

Prizes:
Trophies for top three under 9 and under 11.  The winner of the under 9 section will also receive the Oxfordshire Under 9 Champion trophy for one year, and the winner of the under 11 section the Oxfordshire Under 11 Champion trophy.  There will also be other prizes on offer during the day.

Food:
Children (and parents) should bring their own food and drink. I’m afraid there will not be a snack bar. The Co-op supermarket is literally next door to the School and is open all day. Free tea and coffee will be available for parents. 

Parking:
All day parking will be available in the playground behind the school (entry from the London Road). Parents who require temporary parking should use the Pay and Display car parks (one in Old High St. behind Waitrose and one in St. Leonard’s Road) or park in a nearby street (most of the resident only zones do not apply at weekends), as car movement in and out of the school grounds will not be allowed between 10.30 a.m. and 3.45 p.m. for safety and security reasons (the gates to the playground will be locked between these times).

Parents:
It is advisable that you (or another responsible adult) stay with your child at St. Andrew’s during the tournament. Please note that there will be no formal supervision of children except in the chess playing areas and the organisers cannot be held responsible for any incidents that occur elsewhere in the school. If you are leaving your child at St. Andrew’s for the day please return by 4.00 p.m.

Further information:



If you require any further information please phone me on 01865 763709 (home) or 01865 782454 (work) or e-mail me at jon.dsouzaeva@gmail.com.

OXFORD COUNTY JUNIOR CHESS TRIALS

UNDER 9, UNDER 11 and UNDER 11 GIRLS (selected from both sections)
ENTRY FORM

Please complete this section and send to: David Holton, 79 Evans Road, Eynsham, Witney OX29 4QX, together with a cheque for the entry fee.  This is a different address this year as we are trying to share the administration load.

Or email it to david@holtons.co.uk Payment by cash on the day is fine as well.

Name of child _________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Telephone Numbers ____________________________________________________________

Date of Birth __________________________________________________________________

School ________________________________________________________________________

Please fill in the date of birth and school sections as I need this information for the team sheet that I give to the organisers of the EPSCA events to show that the children are eligible to play for the  team.

Parents e-mail address __________________________________________________________

Entry fee enclosed:

□ £6 cheque





□ Will pay £6 on the day of the tournament





Please make cheques payable to Oxfordshire Junior Chess

Name on cheque (only if different surname to child!): ________________________________

Please indicate whether your child would be available for the matches on:

Under 9:
Qualifier: Saturday 10th March in Basingstoke   


Y/N



Final: Saturday 28th April in Northamptonshire


Y/N

Under 11:
Qualifier: Saturday 17th March in Swindon



Y/N



Final: Saturday 12th May in “the Midlands” 



Y/N

Under 11 Girls:
Final: Saturday 24th March in Aspley, Nottingham

Y/N

