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School and Club Teams
Schools league – As usual lots of activity in the under 11 and under 9 sections and much less in the older sections. The Dragon School broke the MCS / OHS monopoly to win the under 9 section and MCS won the final of the under 11 section on board count. OHS won the under 13 section.

MCS under 11 team finished a very creditable 3rd in the National Primary Schools Championship.
Juniors in County Teams
New under 100 team, run by Steve Bennett, consists of six juniors and six adults. The juniors of one team play the adults of the other (and vice versa). Good opportunity for less experienced juniors to play some long-play games.

Matthew Daggitt performed well in under 180 team. I didn't see many other juniors in this team, though Marcus Harvey and Jeffrey Levicki may have played a few games.
EPSCA Inter-Association Competitions

Disappointing performance by the under 9 team who failed to qualify for the final. Team is much weaker than in recent years. Current team is young and most will be eligible to play this year.
Under 11 team qualified for the final where they finished 6th out of 16.
Under 11 girls travelled all the way to Bolton and finished 7th out of 12.
Other Oxon Tournaments

Megafinal was a great success with almost 200 entries. 55 Oxfordshire children entered the Gigafinals and of these 15 qualified for the final stage, either the Terafinal (for the section winners) or the Challengers (for those who finished 2nd or 3rd). In the Terafinal itself Jeffrey Levicki and James Jackson both finished =8th. In the Challengers Georgs Vikanis was =2nd.

The Oxon Junior Congress was held at Abingdon Boys School, which was an excellent venue, and had 63 entries. James Foster won the under 18 section when the joint leaders going into the last round both lost. Jack Bancroft from MCS won the under 11 section and Jin-Won Kim the under 9 section.
Back in October Witney Chess Club organised a beginners' tournament, which was won by James Marais.

Alan Kennedy (Witney) is keen to promote junior chess and is organising a new tournament, which hopefully will be a qualifier for the London Championships, on the 8th November.

OCA League
A number of older children performed well in the adult league including Georgs Vikanis who scored 50% playing for Banbury in division 1 (top Banbury player!).
In division two Marcus Harvey (Bicester), Jeffrey Levicki and Matthew Daggitt (both MCS Blackbirds) all scored very highly.
In the lower divisions we have teams from Cowley, Oxford City and MCS Blackbirds whose teams were largely comprised of children. Also Cumnor fielded a number of children in their tram.
Individual successes elsewhere
James Foster won under 16 section of the London Championships and third in British under 16 championships. He was selected as England's representative in the European under 16 championships which has finished (scored 4/9).
Maria Wang joint best under 13 girl in British Championships.

Anna Wang best under 11 girl in British Championships.

