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School and Club Teams
Magdalen College School defeated Eton in the second round of the national stages and then Millfield School in the quarter-finals, thus making the last four for the first time since 1964. The other qualifiers are Nottingham High, Manchester Grammar and RGS Guildford. Update: MCS finished third.
In the EPSCA Schools competition, MCS (U9 and U11); OHS (U9 and U11) and St Andrew's (U9) have all qualified for the national semi-finals at Brean Sands or Hemsby. Update: MCS U11 qualified for the final, and finished 7th.

MCS have won through to the national finals of the ECF U100 Club Championships to be played on July 18th. Update: they won!
MCS were team champions at the National Preparatory Schools Rapidplay Championships held at Aldro School in February. Alasdair Stores was the U13 Champion.

The Oxon schools league continues to grow at the bottom end (seven teams at U9, and nine U11, both up one from last year), but attracted just two U13 and two U18 teams.

EPSCA Inter-Association Competitions
Jon DSouza Eva, John Place and Heather Lang, ably assisted by various others, held county trials for U9, U11 and U11 girls in February and March at Magdalen College School and St Andrew’s School, Headington.
The under-9 team finished third in a competitive south-west zonal competition with 21½/36, behind Berkshire and hosts Somerset. In the final in Gloucestershire the team improved on last year’s result, scoring 20/36 and finishing 7th / 17. The under-11 team was surprised to find strong teams from Wey Valley (Surrey) and Richmond added to their SW zonal. They finished third with 39½/60, ahead of Richmond but behind Wey Valley and Berkshire. In the final in Nottingham, the team scored more points than last year (29½/60) but finished one place lower: 10th from 17 teams. Wey Valley (46) squeaked home ahead of Sussex (45½) and Barnet (45).
The under-11 girls team travelled to Elstree to try to defend last year’s national title. A storming last round of 10½/12 brought them up out of the pack and onto 27½/36, but this was only half of the gap on run-away leaders Wey Valley (Surrey), so Oxfordshire finished a very creditable second.
Detailed reports of all the above competitions are on the OCA website. 
U14

The Oxon U14/U90 team, managed by John Place, just missed out on reaching the finals. The Oxon team won two of their three matches, defeating Hampshire and Coulsdon Chess Fellowship (Surrey) but losing to Surrey proper.

The U14 girls team finished third in the ECGCF Final.
Other Oxon Tournaments

The Oxfordshire Schools Congress this year enjoyed the facilities of Oxford High School. Matthew Daggitt won a combined U18/U15/U13 section with 7½/8, half a point ahead of Marcus Harvey, who is still U11 and took the U13 title. Chantelle Foster and Eddie Grogan shared U11 and Rowan White won U9. Oxford High School won the team competition.

Priscilla Morris organised the Oxon Megafinal of the UK Chess Challenge at Oxford Community School on 26 May.
Individuals
Maria and Anna Wang (Cowley) have been selected to represent England in the World Youth Championships in Turkey, from 17th-29th November 2007. They are part of a squad of twelve players being sent by the ECF; Maria will play in the U12 Girls' section, while Anna will take part in the new U8 Girls' event.

Update: Anna won the U8 British Championships outright with a tremendous 5½/6. Meanwhile Chantelle Foster (Cowley) scored 4/7 in the U10 section, and shared the top girl prize.

Marcus Harvey (Bicester) played in the 2006 Junior European Champs in Montenegro, and in May was selected for the England Squad. James Foster (Cowley), enjoyed a successful Easter trip with the squad to the Czech Republic. Matthew Daggitt gained his second half-norm for selection to the England U14 squad.

Update: 13 Oxon players qualified for the Terafinal of the UK Chess Challenge. Jeffrey Levicki finished third in the Challengers section.

Websites
Significant junior news continues to be reported on the website at www.oxfordfusion.com/oca. Detailed results from the Oxon Junior Congress and the Oxon Megafinal are at www.geocities.com/oxoncong.
